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 CARES Act and Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund 
Selected Student-Centered Approaches in Response to the Pandemic 

State Highlights, December 2020 

ALABAMA 
Bridging the Digital Divide  

The Alabama Broadband Connectivity for Students program will allocate $100 million in CARES Act funding for a 
public-private partnership to increase internet access for K-12 students who may need internet service for distance 
learning. The program will provide vouchers to families of students currently eligible for free and reduced-price school 
meals to cover equipment and costs for high-speed internet through December 31. 

In addition, Alabama is directing $10 million to equip all school buses with Wi-Fi capabilities to increase internet 
connectivity for underserved communities and $4 million for digital textbook and library resources for all students. 

Offering Intensive Academic Supports 

Alabama is investing $26 million to provide additional academic support to bridge learning and achievement gaps, as 
well as $9 million to support intensive before and after school tutoring resources for learning and remediation in 
schools. 

ARIZONA 
Bridging the Digital Divide 

Arizona is directing $40 million towards infrastructure investments to permanently expand broadband connectivity to 
rural communities.  

The Arizona Department of Education also signed agreements with AT&T and T-Mobile to purchase devices and data 
plans at a reduced cost. The agreement guarantees high-speed internet with unlimited data for two years for about $20 
per month per device. The providers have also agreed to allow districts to purchase additional devices and data at the 
same rate as the state plan. 

Fueling Innovative Solutions to Serve All Students 

Governor Doug Ducey was one of the first governors to leverage GEER funding for innovation grants. His $1.5 million 
investment in A for Arizona’s Expansion and Innovation Fund will provide microgrants to proven innovative K-12 schools 
that have reimagined how best to serve their students. The microgrants will enable school leaders to accelerate 
personalized learning solutions for Arizona’s most vulnerable student populations. 

Providing Extra Supports to High-Needs Schools 

The disruption in learning is anticipated to widen learning gaps. To make up for lost instruction and help students in 
need of extra support, $20 million in Acceleration Academy Grants will be available for high-need Arizona schools to 
harness math and reading specialists, teams of paraprofessionals, targeted interventions and other resources for 
learning and remediation. 

Increasing and Improving Distance Learning Options  

https://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2020/07/governor-ivey-allocates-100-million-for-alabama-broadband-connectivity-for-students/
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/flexibility_and_funding_for_schools.pdf
https://www.aforarizona.org/
https://www.azed.gov/covid-19/acceleration-academies
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With additional investments from the CARES Act, the Arizona Department of Education will provide $6 million to school 
districts and public charter schools to expand access to and improve the quality of distance learning, including 
educator professional development. 

Tutoring for Underserved Students 

Arizona is investing $500,000 in teacher stipends as part of a partnership with Teach for America. The stipends will 
support incoming teachers in providing one-on-one instruction for high-need students in underserved schools across the 
state. 

ARKANSAS 
Bridging the Digital Divide and Supporting Teachers 

Governor Asa Hutchinson dedicated funds to support the Arkansas Ready for Learning Initiative to offer training to 
educators in providing high-quality digital instruction, add mobile-fixed Wi-Fi accessibility, and continue teletherapy 
and telehealth supports for all students and families. Ten million dollars will go specifically to purchasing Wi-Fi access 
points and data plans for every school district in the state.  

COLORADO 
Supporting Underserved Students 

Governor Polis launched the $32.7 million Response, Innovation, and Student Equity Education Fund to quickly 
provide additional academic, social and emotional supports to students most affected by the pandemic; including low-
income students, students of color, English learners, students with special needs, students experiencing food or 
housing insecurity and students in foster care. School districts, public charter schools, tribes and early childhood 
councils can apply, and extra points are given to ideas that serve rural students, communities most impacted by COVID-
19 and that use evidence-based strategies to advance equity.  

Bridging the Digital Divide 

Public-private partnerships play a critical role in bridging the digital divide. Colorado is partnering with T-Mobile’s 
Project 10Million to provide free mobile hotspots and up to 100 gigabytes of annual data for 34,000 low-income 
households. The Colorado Department of Education allocated $2 million in CARES Act funding to help school 
districts to purchase hotspots and other creative solutions to rural connectivity problems.  

CONNECTICUT 
Bridging the Digital Divide 

Through the Everybody Learns initiative, Governor Ned Lamont invested $43.5 million in remote learning solutions to 
close the digital divide and empower students across the state to learn from home. Funds have been allocated to 
purchase 82,000 laptops and 44,000 at-home internet connections for Connecticut students, create internet hotspots 
throughout communities, and offer social and emotional learning content to districts across the state.  
 
 

http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/communications/arkansas-ready-for-learning
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/risefund
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/news/2876-state-officials-announce-public-private-partnership-expand-access-broadband-services
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/12-2020/Governor-Lamont-Announces-Full-Delivery-of-141000-Laptops-To-PK12-Students?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Governor%20Lamont%20Announces%20Full%20Delivery%20of%20141000%20Laptops%20To%20PK-12%20Students%20Making%20Connecticut%20First%20State%20in%20Nation%20To%20Provide%20Access%20To%20Learning%20Devices%20for%20All%20PK-12%20Students%20in%20Need&utm_content=Governor%20Lamont%20Announces%20Full%20Delivery%20of%20141000%20Laptops%20To%20PK-12%20Students%20Making%20Connecticut%20First%20State%20in%20Nation%20To%20Provide%20Access%20To%20Learning%20Devices%20for%20All%20PK-12%20Students%20in%20Need+CID_86d09566e3592d3d2bf864d5345c57c0&utm_source=Office%20of%20the%20Governor%20Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Governor%20Lamont%20Announces%20Full%20Delivery%20of%20141000%20Laptops%20To%20PK-12%20Students%20Making%20Connecticut%20First%20State%20in%20Nation%20To%20Provide%20Access%20To%20Learning%20Devices%20for%20All%20PK-12%20Students%20in%20Need
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FLORIDA 
Boosting Early Literacy  

Florida plans to help struggling readers by investing $5 million to train up to 2,000 reading coaches. In addition, the 
state will invest $5 million to support 20 regional reading specialists specifically trained to help educators over the 
next two years. The state will also ensure high-quality curriculum and alignment of CARES Act child-care funding with 
early reading preparation. 

Monitoring PreK-3 Progress  

Florida is investing $20 million to build the capacity for schools to use screening and progress monitoring data to drive 
informed teaching practices and curriculum decisions. The plan will leverage student data and deployment of 
professional development to drive student improvements. The Florida Department of Education is working with 
districts to deploy professional development, provide intervention, and identify and implement high-quality curriculum 
and instruction to accelerate growth. 

Providing Opportunities for Summer Recovery 

Florida invested $64 million in grants to school districts for early recovery efforts in the summer and early fall of 2020 
to support rising kindergarten and elementary students. This initiative was directed towards students who are known to 
be at risk of learning loss due to the pandemic’s disruption of intensive, in-school supports. While some districts used 
the funds, the Florida Department of Education is allowing districts with unused funds to extend services and 
interventions into the fall and spring for struggling students. 

Expanding Virtual Learning Capacity  

With an additional investment of $5 million from the CARES Act, Florida Virtual School (FLVS) will be prepared for daily 
instruction of 4 million students, ensuring the state can meet the need for any future crisis response. In addition, FLVS 
will have the capacity to train up to 10,000 teachers per day so they can adapt to the need for any continued distance 
learning. 

Offering Free SAT/ACT Administration 

Florida will provide up to $8 million for vouchers to allow public school students to take the SAT or ACT for free during 
the 2020-2021 academic year. Although open to all students, but especially for traditionally underserved populations, 
the tests may qualify students for admission to a postsecondary institution and earn a Bright Futures scholarship to pay 
college tuition. 

Ensuring Continuity for Students in Private Schools 

Florida leads the nation in providing access to educational options for low-income students that would otherwise be out 
of reach. To help those students continue academic progress, Florida provided a $15 million investment in a 
stabilization fund to provide grants directly to private schools that serve student populations of 50% or more state 
scholarship students.  

 

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/FLDOEReopeningCARESAct.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/08/Florida_GEER_45_Day_Report.pdf
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN
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GEORGIA 
Bridging the Digital Divide 

Georgia will dedicate $29.3 million to provide school districts with more options to connect students to the internet 
this academic year by ensuring all 2,300 schools have broadband extenders and learning environments to support on-
campus, socially distanced learning. Options may also be available for transmitting mobile Wi-Fi signals to students 
who live in multi-family housing.  

In addition, the Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning has also received $17-19 million to implement the 
Supporting Onsite Learning for Virtual Education (SOLVE) program to provide additional childcare options for students 
ages 5-12 whose school systems have opted for virtual learning.         

IDAHO 
Providing Direct Microgrants to Families  

Governor Brad Little is providing $50 million directly to Idaho families to help parents cover school-related expenses 
for their kids amid the pandemic. The "Strong Families, Strong Students" grant program will provide families support 
and resources to help their students be successful. Families can apply for up to $3,500 to pay for items like computer 
hardware and software, internet access, instructional materials, and tutoring. In the first 24 hours of the program’s 
launch, more than 14,000 applications for 29,000 students were received. 

Expanding Virtual Learning Options 

Idaho has announced the state will use GEER funds to develop a partnership between the Idaho Digital Learning 
Academy and Idaho Public Television to provide access to instructional material to all Local Education Agencies (LEA), 
at no additional cost.       

 INDIANA 
Bridging the Digital Divide 

Governor Eric Holcomb used $61 million in GEER funding to provide grants to schools for devices, internet connectivity 
and educator training/development. Although there is no minimum or maximum funding threshold, the state expects 
to award dozens of grants. 

MARYLAND 
Investing in Proven, Innovative Solutions and Rural Broadband 

Governor Larry Hogan and Superintendent Karen Salmon announced $255 million in education funding to help students 
affected by the pandemic through innovation grants and targeted tutoring initiatives to support underserved student 
populations. Additionally, to bridge the digital divide, Maryland is investing in broadband infrastructure, beginning with 
rural communities that currently lack service, and for devices and internet connectivity to enhance distance learning. 

 

 

https://www.decal.ga.gov/CAPS/Solve.aspx
https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/cfac-strong-families.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/grants/geer-program-overview-w-sample-application.pdf
https://governor.maryland.gov/2020/06/29/governor-hogan-and-superintendent-salmon-announce-210-million-in-covid-19-relief-for-remote-learning-and-targeted-tutoring/
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MASSACHUSETTS 
Improving Early Literacy 

A portion of Governor Charlie Baker’s GEER funding plan will go towards improving early literacy and expanding access 
to remote learning opportunities. Up to $10 million will go to early literacy programs that provide additional 
assistance to students through third grade, specifically aimed at remediating learning loss that students may have 
experienced since schools closed in March. The funds will also help to accelerate the reading skills of children in high-
need communities. Governor Baker’s plan includes $7.5 million to expand access to online courses, including advanced 
placement, early college, and dual enrollment courses. 

MISSISSIPPI 
Prioritizing Early Childhood Education  

Governor Tate Reeves released nearly $5.5 million in GEER funding to 24 day care centers, nonprofit groups, churches 
and other organizations to educate pre-K students during the pandemic. The largest award, $2 million, went 
to Waterford.org, an education nonprofit that for several years has been piloting a virtual reading program for pre-K 
students in conjunction with Mississippi Head Start. The 16-week educational program will serve 2,500 children from 
low-income families in areas of the state where literacy scores are low.  

In addition, Governor Reeves has announced the second round GEER funds will go towards Innovative Education 
Solutions to fund online learning, social and emotional support and returning to in-person learning.  

Improving Online Learning Resources  

In addition to providing their students with access to digital devices, school districts and educational organizations 
can apply for grants to implement high-quality digital curriculum; train teachers, students and parents on effective 
online learning; and support the credentialing of teachers in online learning.  

Returning to In-Person Learning   

In-person learning is important to stem learning loss, especially for students in early grades, students with special 
needs and students whose parents must work outside the home. To keep students and school personnel safe, funding 
can be provided to purchase PPE and other supplies to mitigate the spread of the coronavirus. Governor Reeves has 
outlined supporting students with diagnosed developmental delays or other disabilities, foster students, or those whose 
parents are essential workers as a priority for funding support.  

Supporting Students’ Social and Emotional Needs   

Schools and education organizations may apply for funds to provide students with social-emotional support, including 
access to telehealth and teletherapy services, prioritizing services for students diagnosed with autism and dyslexia.  

MISSOURI 
Bridging the Digital Divide  

Governor Mike Parson has allocated $20 million in GEER funding to support schools increase internet connectivity. 
Funded through the CARES Act, the Missouri Connectivity Grant will be used to expand accessibility to broadband and 
digital learning resources through Wi-Fi access and providing Wi-Fi enabled devices to students. 

https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-allocates-50-million-from-the-governors-emergency-education-relief
https://mississippitoday.org/2020/10/29/5-4-million-of-governors-emergency-education-funds-issued-statewide/
https://www.waterford.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjT0sCr1LztAhVSPK0KHY41BeMQFjABegQIAxAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgovernorreeves.ms.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FGEER-Round-2_RFP-INFORMATION_Innovative-Educational-Solutions_FINAL.docx&usg=AOvVaw16RUdINipBmr6DjVoILwdc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjT0sCr1LztAhVSPK0KHY41BeMQFjABegQIAxAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgovernorreeves.ms.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FGEER-Round-2_RFP-INFORMATION_Innovative-Educational-Solutions_FINAL.docx&usg=AOvVaw16RUdINipBmr6DjVoILwdc
https://msachieves.mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Coronavirus-Aid-Relief-and-Economic-Security-Act-MDE-Recommendations-for-District-Expenditures-1-1.pdf
https://mississippitoday.org/2020/09/14/gov-tate-reeves-education-stimulus-funds/
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/ffm-Missouri-Student-Connectivity-Grant-Guidance.pdf
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Providing More Opportunities for Economically Disadvantaged Students 

Governor Chris Sununu announced a $1.5 million investment of GEER funding towards 800 scholarships for low-income 
students to seek an educational experience that works for them through the existing tax-credit scholarship program. 
Helping cash-strapped parents who were using their own funds to send their child to their school of choice will help 
prevent a flood of students back into districts that are already projecting budget shortfalls.  

Supporting Virtual Learning  

New Hampshire will dedicate $7 million in CARES Act funding to support the Virtual Learning Academy Charter School 
(VLACS). VLACS is a public charter school that provides online virtual instruction to elementary, middle, and high 
school students. The Department of Education estimates that these funds will allow New Hampshire students to earn 
competencies in 14,000 courses through the end of this year. 

OHIO 
Bridging the Digital Divide 

Ohio will use CARES Act funds to grant $50 million to school districts through the Ohio Broadband Connectivity Grant. 
These grants will provide connectivity to students though internet hotspots and public Wi-Fi infrastructure paid for by 
districts.  

Supporting Childcare Providers 

Governor Mike DeWine allocated $9 million in support payments to childcare providers serving school-age students who 
are being educated in a remote environment. Organizations such as the Boys & Girls Club, Jewish community centers 
and YMCAs are partnering with school districts to provide safe, alternative remote learning locations for students. 

OKLAHOMA 
Providing Direct Microgrants to Families to Purchase Educational Services 

During these uncertain times, students need immediate access to digital tools, learning support and supplemental 
resources so they do not fall behind on their education. Using $8 million in GEER funds, Governor Kevin Stitt launched 
the Digital Wallet program, which provides $1,500 directly to 5,000 Oklahoma families at or below the federal poverty 
line to purchase curriculum, tutoring services, technology and internet connectivity.   

Expanding Online Course Access  

Learn Anywhere OK will be a central repository for school districts and families to digitally access advanced and diverse 
coursework. The $12 million investment will immediately provide unlimited access to content in all subjects in grades 
6-12 and select K-5 courses. Schools can also purchase digital advanced courses typically unavailable in rural 
areas. Over the long-term, Learn Anywhere OK will include additional free coursework for all school districts and 
families focused on Advanced Placement and other difficult-to-staff courses.   

Safeguarding Private School Education Options for Low-Income Families  

The $10 million Stay in School Funds program is a supplemental scholarship fund for 1,500 low-income families already 
in a private school to maintain support for tuition costs and ensure economically hard-hit families can keep their 

https://twitter.com/GovChrisSununu/status/1288177671944404995
https://www.excelined.org/edfly-blog/askexcelined-how-will-private-school-closures-financially-impact-local-school-districts/
https://www.excelined.org/edfly-blog/askexcelined-how-will-private-school-closures-financially-impact-local-school-districts/
https://ohio-k12.help/broadbandohio-connectivity-grant/
https://www.governor.ok.gov/articles/press_releases/governor-stitt-announces-launch-of-bridge-the-gap
https://www.learnanywhereok.org/
https://www.opsac.org/sisfund.html
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children in school. Protecting private schools from economic downturn benefits all students. If even a portion of 
students currently enrolled in private schools return their local districts because they can no longer pay tuition or their 
schools close, the cost to states and localities would be great.  

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Giving Families Education Dollars to Meet Students’ Needs 

Governor Henry McMaster announced an historic investment to meet the educational needs of working families 
suffering from the economic impacts of COVID-19. The Safe Access to Flexible Education (SAFE) Grants program would 
have created scholarship accounts for 5,000 low- and middle-income families to cover tuition and fees, including 
transportation, at participating South Carolina independent schools. It would have been funded by $32 million in GEER 
funding. Unfortunately, the South Carolina Supreme Court ruled that Governor McMaster could not use federal CARES 
Act funding to expand educational options for families. 

TENNESSEE 
Bridging the Digital Divide and Reopening Schools  

Governor Bill Lee announced $11 million of the state’s GEER funds will be offered to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) 
as non-competitive grants to support continuous learning and reopening efforts. An additional $50 million will be 
available as technology grants for districts to purchase Wi-Fi devices, laptops, or other remote tools to support 
reopening. The Tennessee Department of Education will disperse these grants through a non-competitive grant 
program. 

TEXAS 
Supporting Special Needs Students and Families 

Governor Greg Abbott and the Texas Education Agency announced the creation of the Supplementary Special Education 
Services program to provide funding directly to families of students with special needs to offset learning disruptions. 
The one-time allocation of $30 million will provide eligible families up to $1,500 to purchase supplemental supports 
such as tutoring, therapy and digital resources. Nearly 59,000 students statewide are eligible to benefit from this new 
program. Participation priority will be given to families receiving income assistance and families that have documented 
financial need.  

Bridging the Digital Divide 

Texas’ Operation Connectivity will ensure 100% of students have broadband and devices at home so every student can 
have distance learning access. Governor Abbott also created the Operation Connectivity Task Force to collect 
information about the areas of highest need, along with sharing local models of success in closing the digital divide.  

VIRGINIA 
Expanding Virtual Learning 

Virginia is investing more than $5.5 million to provide quality remote instruction for all students during the phased 
reopening of schools. The state is expanding the Virtual Virginia online learning program to allow teachers across the 
state to create and share content, as well as provide professional development to ensure educators have the capacity 
and skills to meet the demand for quality online learning. With additional investments from the CARES Act, Virginia is 

https://www.edchoice.org/engage/the-k-12-financial-cliff-what-states-could-face-if-students-switch-schooling-sectors/
https://mysceducation.org/school-subtype/safe-grants/
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-tea-establish-targeted-education-funds-for-families-of-students-with-cognitive-disabilities
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-tea-establish-targeted-education-funds-for-families-of-students-with-cognitive-disabilities
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/operation_connectivity_playbook.pdf
https://www.virtualvirginia.org/
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also expanding instructional content in GoOpenVA, which allows students and families to access open education 
resources. 

Slowing the Summer and COVID Slide 

The months of school closures compounded the anticipated summer learning loss. To address this, Virginia invested $5 
million in summer academies to make up for lost instruction and help students transition to the school year. Funds 
supported remote and phased in-person instruction, including early childhood services to prepare students for 
kindergarten. 

Identifying Learning Gaps in the Fall 

The unprecedented disruption to student learning will likely have long-term implications. To identify knowledge gaps 
and instructional needs, Virginia invested $917,000 to support locally delivered diagnostic assessments in the fall to 
provide all teachers with actionable information about student performance in core subject areas. 

Supporting Students’ Social and Emotional Needs 

With additional investments from the CARES Act, the Commonwealth prioritized $750,000 to support a state-
coordinated, evidence-based assessment of student social-emotional learning. Screenings took place upon reopening of 
schools to assess student needs and support transition back to school. 

 

For more information contact:  
 
Tom Greene 
National Legislative Affairs Director 
ExcelinEd in Action 
tom@excelined.org  
(702) 816-6550 
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